
 

 
 

 
 

KEVIN HARVICK 
Indianapolis Advance 

No. 4 GEARWRENCH® Ford Mustang for Stewart-Haas Racing 
 
Event Overview 
 
• Event:  Verizon 200 at the Brickyard (Round 22 of 36)  
• Time/Date:  2:30 p.m. EDT on Sunday, July 31 
• Location:  Indianapolis Motor Speedway  
• Layout:  2.439-mile, 14-turn road course 
• Laps/Miles:  82 laps / 200 miles 
• Stage Lengths: Stage 1: 15 laps / Stage 2: 20 laps / Final Stage: 47 laps 
• TV/Radio:  NBC / IMS Radio Network / SiriusXM NASCAR Radio 
 
Notes of Interest 
 
• The Verizon 200 at the Brickyard serves as the fourth of six road-course races on the 2022 NASCAR Cup Series schedule. The 

series’ first road-course race came March 27 at Circuit of the Americas (COTA) in Austin, Texas, where Harvick finished 11th. 
The second road-course race was June 12 at Sonoma (Calif.) Raceway and Harvick finished fourth. In the series’ most recent 
road-course race July 3 at Road America in Elkhart Lake, Wisconsin, Harvick finished 10th. The two remaining road-course races 
after Indianapolis are Aug. 21 at Watkins Glen (N.Y.) International and Oct. 9 at the Charlotte (N.C.) Motor Speedway Roval. 
 

• Harvick, driver of the No. 4 GEARWRENCH Ford Mustang for Stewart-Haas Racing, has made a total of 52 NASCAR Cup 
Series starts on road courses. He has 21 starts at Sonoma, 20 at Watkins Glen, four at the Charlotte Roval, two apiece at COTA, 
Road America, and the road course at Daytona (Fla.) International Speedway, and one on the road course at Indianapolis – last 
year’s inaugural Verizon 200 at the Brickyard where Harvick finished 14th. He has scored two road-course wins – Watkins Glen 
in 2006 and Sonoma in 2017 – along with 11 top-fives and 25 top-10s with 195 laps led.  
 

• When Harvick scored his first road-course victory at Watkins Glen in 2006, he had to beat his current team owner to do it. Tony 
Stewart – the “Stewart” in Stewart-Haas Racing – had won the past two NASCAR Cup Series races at the 2.45-mile, seven-turn 
road course and was poised to capture a third straight win as he was leading Harvick with four laps to go in the 90-lap race. But 
Harvick, who had already led once for 24 laps, passed Stewart on lap 87 as the two drag-raced down the frontstretch and into turn 
one. Harvick held onto the lead despite Stewart in his rearview mirror, earning a margin of victory of .892 of a second. 
 

• Harvick’s second career road-course win also had a connection to Stewart. When Harvick won at Sonoma in 2017, he gave 
Stewart-Haas Racing its second straight victory at the 1.99-mile, 10-turn road course. The winner in 2016? None other than 
Stewart. It ended up being his 49th and final NASCAR Cup Series victory as Stewart retired from NASCAR racing at the 
conclusion of the season.   

• Harvick’s last road-course win was his first in a Ford. When Harvick won at Sonoma in 2017, he became the 83rd different driver 
to win a NASCAR Cup Series race behind the wheel of a Ford. Harvick has now won 23 Cup Series races with Ford, which 
makes him one of only 13 drivers to win 20 or more races with the manufacturer. He is currently tied with Rusty Wallace and 
Carl Edwards for 11th on the all-time Ford win list. 

 
• Harvick has four road-course wins outside of the NASCAR Cup Series. Two came in the NASCAR Xfinity Series – Montreal’s 

Circuit Gilles Villeneuve in 2007 and Watkins Glen in 2007 – and two were in the NASCAR K&N Pro Series West – Sonoma in 
1998 and Sonoma in 2017. Harvick’s K&N Series win at Sonoma in 1998 was three years before his Cup Series debut on Feb. 26, 
2001 at North Carolina Speedway in Rockingham.  

 
• GEARWRENCH®, a premier hand tool brand from Apex Tool Group, joined Harvick and the No. 4 team as a primary partner in 

2022. GEARWRENCH is the No. 1 worldwide professional-grade mechanics’ hand tool brand, offering products that are 
designed and manufactured to meet the requirements of pros, mechanics and auto techs who make a living with their tools. 
GEARWRENCH understands the problems mechanics face every day and provides tools that increase productivity through 
speed, strength and access. Since the launch of the original five-degree ratcheting wrench, the GEARWRENCH brand has led the 



industry with breakthroughs in pass-thru ratchets, sockets, screw/nut drivers, pliers, extraction tools and specialty tools. Learn 
more at GEARWRENCH.com.  
 

• Featured on the decklid of Harvick’s No. 4 GEARWRENCH Ford Mustang during the Verizon 200 at the Brickyard is the 120XP 
line of torque wrenches from GEARWRENCH. The number 120 is significant as 120XP torque wrenches provide 120 different 
positions thanks to two, double-stacked, 60-tooth gears that, along with its Flex Head three-degree swing arc, allows users to turn 
fasteners in tight confines. GEARWRENCH offers two styles of 120XP torque wrenches – Micrometer and Electronic. Both 
deliver industry-leading accuracy, each with a one-year limited warranty and calibration accuracy warrantied for 90 days. The 
120XP Electronic Torque Wrench, however, brings an even higher level of versatility. It has three function modes that feature 
peak torque, angle and peak angle, and it digitally tracks torque and angle measurements. Reading the 120XP Electronic Torque 
Wrench is easy. In fact, it literally stirs the senses, with a vibrating handle, a buzzer and an LCD screen alert to let the user know 
when target torque is reached. The 120XP Electronic Torque Wrench is also global, able to provide measurement units in foot-
pound (ft-lb), inch-pound (in-lb), nanometer (Nm), kilogram-meter (Kg-m), and kilogram-force per square centimeter (Kg-cm). 
And for frequently used settings, up to 10 can be stored. The torque wrench has evolved, and GEARWRENCH is leading the 
evolution.  
 

• VIP me ASAP! GEARWRENCH is ready to make it happen. Enter the GEARWRENCH VIP Racing Sweepstakes for the chance 
to win a VIP racing experience with either the NASCAR Cup Series, Formula DRIFT or the NHRA. The winner and three of 
their best friends will go inside the ropes and behind the scenes at one of three events of their choice – the South Point 400 
NASCAR race weekend Oct. 15-16 at Las Vegas Motor Speedway, the Formula DRIFT season finale Oct. 14-15 at Irwindale 
(Calif.) Speedway, or the NHRA season finale Nov. 12-13 at Auto Club Raceway at Pomona (Calif.). The grand prize includes 
hotel accommodations for up to three nights, transportation, a private meet-and-greet with GEARWRENCH drivers, VIP seating 
for the race, and $2,500 in GEARWRENCH products. In addition to the grand-prize winner, two first-prize winners will be 
randomly selected to receive $1,500 in tools, and four second-prize winners will be randomly selected to receive $500 in tools.  

 
Kevin Harvick, Driver of the No. 4 GEARWRENCH Ford Mustang for Stewart-Haas Racing  
 
When it comes to Indianapolis, you’ve been clear that you prefer its 2.5-mile oval over its 2.439-mile, 14-turn road course. 
What is it about the oval that resonates with you? 
 

“It’s definitely an oval thing for me. Driving through that tunnel and understanding the history and everything that comes with racing 
on the oval at the Indianapolis Motor Speedway is something that I always look forward to. When you look at the oval and you look at 
the history of the racetrack and everything that comes with that – some guys may not have grown up like that, so some people will 
have a much different opinion – but for me the oval just holds a huge place in racing and it holds a huge place in the things that I look 
forward to every year. I remember the first time I pulled in there for a test in 2001 and you roll into the racetrack and you think, ‘Man, 
I just accomplished everything in my childhood dreams, rolling into the Indianapolis Motor Speedway.’ Getting to go out on that 
racetrack and hearing the echoes of the cars through the grandstand is something that I’ll never forget.” 
 
Have you been asked for any input on the curbing that will be placed on the Indianapolis road course?  
 

“Last year, it was kind of trial-and-error. I think it was pretty obvious that we didn’t need curbs that were 90 degrees to the racing 
direction on the racetrack that did nothing but tear up cars. In the end, we even tore down the basic ones. I think they’ve got all that 
rectified this season and, hopefully, we won’t have any of that happen. I think permanent, concrete, smoother curbs – all of that is 
better.” 
 
Last year’s road-course race at Indianapolis turned into a bumper-car race, particularly at the end when Chase Briscoe and 
Denny Hamlin traded bumps that sent them both off the track and into an animated post-race discussion on pit road. What’s 
OK and what’s not OK in road-course racing, because we saw similar bumping and banging earlier this year at COTA? 
 

“Road-course racing in general has become rougher over the last decade just because of the stage racing and the double-file restarts 
and everything that comes with that. I wish we could implement our choose rule in some of these situations at places like that because 
I think it would make it even more entertaining. But road-course racing has just progressively gotten rougher, and now with the new 
car and not having to worry about caving in a fender or something, you can pretty much just lay it in there and see what happens.” 
 
Do we need actual stage breaks with full-course cautions on road courses?  
 

“In my opinion, there should be no stage breaks. I think the stages should be rolling laps and when the stage ends, the stage ends, and 
you score points on that lap. But I think that the stages, and all the extra cautions, they just take away from the race.” 
 
The NextGen car seems to have acclimated well to all the tracks, but does it perform best on road courses since the car carries 
a lot of sports-car DNA? 
 

“It’s definitely leaning more toward handling well at the road courses just because that’s kind of the nature of how it was designed. I 
think for me, our first road course was a lot more comfortable in the car than what we were last year. For the braking and things that 
come with this particular car, it’s been good for us on the road courses, so far.” 
 
With the sequential shifter in these cars, how is shifting on a road course? Do you have to be more methodical in what you do 
to ensure you’re in the right gear? 
 

“That’s still a little bit of a transition just because the cars are not hard to shift, but they’re hard to constantly shift correctly, and the 
timing of it with the way the gears are cut, you can mistime the shift really easily. It’s definitely something that, as you go throughout 
the day, you have to pay attention to.” 
 



No. 4 GEARWRENCH Team Roster 
 

Primary Team Members 
 

Over-The-Wall Members Road Crew Members 

Driver: Kevin Harvick  
Hometown: Bakersfield, California 
 

Front Tire Changer: Daniel Coffey 
Hometown: Granite Falls, North Carolina 

Mechanic: Richie Bean 
Hometown: Bradford, Vermont 

Crew Chief: Rodney Childers 
Hometown: Mooresville, North Carolina 
 

Rear Tire Changer: Daniel Smith 
Hometown: Concord, North Carolina 

Mechanic: Nick DeFazio 
Hometown: Orange, California 

Car Chief: Robert “Cheddar” Smith 
Hometown: Whitewater, Wisconsin 
 

Tire Carrier: Jeremy Howard 
Hometown: Delhart, Texas 

Tire Specialist: Jamie Turski 
Hometown: Trumbull, Connecticut 

Engineer: Dax Gerringer 
Hometown: Gibsonville, North Carolina 
 

Jack Man: Brandon Banks 
Hometown: High Point, North Carolina 
 

Engine Tuner: Robert Brandt 
Hometown: Mobile, Alabama 

Engineer: Stephen Doran 
Hometown: Butler, Pennsylvania  

Fuel Man: Evan Marchal 
Hometown: Westfield, Indiana  

Transporter Co-Driver: Rick Hodges 
Hometown: Raleigh, North Carolina 

Spotter: Tim Fedewa 
Hometown: Holt, Michigan 
 

 Transporter Co-Driver: Stephen Mitchell 
Hometown: Woodville, Ohio 
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Contact Mike Arning       
True Speed Communication on behalf of Stewart-Haas Racing   
(704) 875-3388, ext. 802 or Mike.Arning@TrueSpeedCommunication.com   


